NEIL YOUNG’S FILM LOUNGE : Tromsg Highlights

Review of “Concerts for Maria”

ambiguous Blessed Events (co-written with Anke Stelling) at least
matches Maren Ade's more-ballyhooed Everyone Else (2009) as a
spiky study of lovers barely managing to communicate and connect on
emotional and verbal levels — their struggles hindered by the proximity
of another, seemingly happier couple. Strongest, queasiest sequence
is a bike-ride during which Simone semi-impulsively decides to cause a
miscarriage. The repeated use of certain “found” pop-tunes on the
soundtrack, meanwhile, recalls Christian Petzold — another current
German exponent of chilly, character-based mood-pieces.

Concerts for Maria...... bl

Konsert for Maria : Torfinn Iversen : Norway 2011 : 19m :
{10/13}

A performance of sexy, sharp (and impressively trilingual!) star-quality
by twentysomething French actress Marie-Stéphane Cattaneo is a
crucial trump-card in this economie, oblique study of how jealousy
imperils/enlivens/sustains the stormy romance between a toothsome,
bickering young couple. Set in scenic Mexican locales and shot with the
pin-sharp Canon D camera, the short has anon-chronological
structure that's initially confusing but ultimately pays dividends.
Overall represents a promising calling-card for both writer/director
Iversen (who co-wrote the script with Espen Nomedal) and, in
particular, his leading lady.

THE FOUR TIMES ..... 7/10

Le quatitro volte : Michelangelo Frammartino : Italy 2o10 :
88m:{19/28}

Reliant on images and sounds rather than dialogue, this ambitiously
understated study oflife in and around a tiny, hilltop Italian village
observes proceedings with an almost documentary-style detachment.
Demanding in ways that may well perplex and infuriate some —
especially on afirst viewing, when it's perhaps difficult to grasp exactly
what’s going on and why - the picture is sustained by a delightful,
original strain of humour that prevents it from becoming excessively
ponderous or precious, and by writerdirector Frammartino’s skill at
choreographing non-human protagonists to become key players in his
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